HEATHFIELD AND WALDRON PARISH COUNCIL

Policy for Dealing with Requests from the Media


1. All requests for statements or interviews shall be directed to the Clerk, who will then liaise with the Chairman of the Council to formulate a response or provide an interviewee.  If appropriate, the Clerk or Chairman will liaise with the Chairman of the relevant Committee.

2. Individual Members who are approached directly for comment or statement should refer the request to the Clerk and if personal comments are made, it should be made clear that it is a personal view, not that of the Council.  The Member should ask the reporter concerned to make a statement to this effect.

3. Members should abide by the Code of Conduct when dealing with the press.

4. A Member’s individual freedom of speech shall not be impeded by this policy, but due regard must be had to the procedure set out.
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